
People Powered Development:  

The Independence Story



What Youôll Learn Today

ÅThe Importance of Attitude:  Attitude 

determines altitude

ÅThe Importance of Having a Vision and 

Working Toward Your Goals

ÅOur Core Belief:  The best anti-poverty 

program is a living-wage job

ÅYour Future is in YOUR Hands



In 1990, the once-thriving city of Independence 

was collapsing onto itself. 

Picture this:



There wasnôt much to celebrate. The mills were closed -

with no apparent plan for change.  

Hops farming had long before ended. 

On Main Street, storefronts were boarded up -

with no sign that this would change.  



But this was Independenceé

éthe light at the end of the Oregon Trail


